Variable/Invariable Costs to Attend Conference
Some costs are inevitable, some are optional. Here is a rundown on some of the costs you may encounter.
· Conference Registration – NIRSA members always save on Conference registration. The best savings for everyone are before the Early-bird deadline. If you are unsure what your member status is, feel free to email membership@nirsa.org.
· Career Opportunities Center – If you are looking to hire someone (or are looking for an internship, graduate assistantship, or a FT/PT position) the Career Opportunities Center can help!  The COC is FREE to Student Members who register for the conference; there’s a small cost for non-members and employers. COC registrants enjoy plenty of networking opportunities as well as on-site access to bluefishjobs.com.
· Preconference Workshops – We offer several a la carte workshops for the day before Conference begins (prices vary depending on the location). These workshops are optional but can provide good opportunities to team-build and learn new skills and ideas. Lunch is provided at some of the workshops.
· Preconference Trips – A great way to see the sights and tour some of the most outstanding recreational facilities in the area (for a small additional cost). 
· Transportation – If you are traveling to attend Conference, take into account the cost of airfare to the host city, as well as transportation from the airport to the hotel (a rental car is not necessary). If you live and work close to the host city, check into mileage reimbursement from your Institution. In 2010, official mileage reimbursement (according to the IRS) is $.50/mile. Parking fees at the venues may apply.
· Lodging – NIRSA offers a great reduced rate at the official Conference hotel. If you are interested in arriving early or staying past the Conference dates to explore the host city on your own, the reduced pricing will be extended for the rest of your stay.
· Food – Make sure you budget enough money for food for all days you will be attending the Conference. Dinner is provided for the Honor Award Banquet on Friday night, and there are lots of options and price points in the hotel and throughout Anaheim for the rest of your meals.
· Guest Program – If you’d like to bring a guest or your spouse, NIRSA offers a Guest Program at an additional cost that includes entertainment and transportation. 


Cost-Saving Suggestions
Being proactive about saving money is a great way to show your manager that you care about your institution and are doing your best to get the most benefit with the least amount of money.
· Early-bird Registration – If you register for Conference early, you can take advantage of our early-bird pricing. This is a great way to save up to $70.
· Become a NIRSA Member – Conference registration for nonmembers is more expensive than the combined cost of a NIRSA Membership plus Conference registration at the member rate.
· Online travel service – Do some research into your airfare before you buy! You may be able to save money if you look into sites like Priceline, Orbitz, or Expedia.
· Local Transportation – There are several options for getting from the airport to the hotel.  Be sure to do some research to find the one that will work best for you and your wallet.
· Hotel Block – NIRSA offers a block of hotel rooms at a reduced price! Be sure to take advantage of the low rates. 
· Roommates – For an even greater savings on lodging, consider sharing your room with a roommate. If your colleagues are unable to attend, you can make a wall post on the NIRSA Conference Facebook page to advertise for one. NIRSA’s room block pricing is the same for single through quad rooms; that can be a savings of up to $135!


Benefits of attending the NIRSA Annual Conference
It is important that you give your institution the most tangible information you can regarding the return on their investment. Conferences can be difficult to justify, as most of the benefits (networking, teambuilding, education, information on new products) can be difficult to measure. Think about the following when you make your case:
· Educational Sessions – NIRSA provides great educational sessions throughout Conference on a variety of subjects in many different tracks. You’re bound to be able to apply your new knowledge right away upon your return.
· Exposition Hall – Peruse vendor products and services in the Exposition Hall! Find out how you can better your facility and programming. 
· Networking Benefits – Spending the better part of a week with hundreds of like-minded professionals is one of the biggest reasons to attend Conference. See what your colleagues are doing with their resources, get some ideas, and find out what’s happening at other universities from coast to coast!
· Career Opportunities Center – The COC is central to the success of individuals looking for graduate assistantships, internships and full-time or part-time positions. If you are looking to expand your workforce or hoping to find a position, the COC can help!
· Continuing Education Units – NIRSA is now offering CEUs through IACET, AFAA, ACSM, or ACE for free as a member benefit.  Conference is a great way to further your professional development in a tangible way!

Be sure to identify specific challenges your recreation department is currently facing, and how your Conference attendance can help meet those challenges. Maybe you want to expand a revenue-generating program and plan to find out how. Maybe you’re in the market for technology that will make your operations more efficient or save energy. What are your department’s hot spots? What will addressing them mean to the bottom line, or to your ability to better meet your institution’s mission?
